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An illustration from Harper’s Weekly depicting white men subjecting a black man to violent 
intimidation while voting, 1876. 



Source B  
An 1875 newspaper article inviting Tennessee’s African American residents to participate in a state 

convention about migration to Kansas. 
 THE KANSAS IMPOSITION 

A Convention of the Colored Race Called to Look 
Into the Matter. 

If they must Emigrate they want to do it with 
their eyes open. 

We have been requested to publish the following: 

 NASHVILLE, April 24. 
To the colored people of Tennessee: 

We, the undersigned citizens of Middle 
Tennessee, owing to the present demoralized and 
unsettled condition of the colored people of 
Tennessee, do hereby call the attention of every 
thinking colored man to the convention of the 
colored people of the State of Tennessee, to be 
held at the city of Nashville on the 19th of May 
next, for the purpose of looking after the 
interests of the colored people.  Seeing that there 
is so much imposition practiced upon the people, 
day by day, by some unknown persons, that has 
caused a great deal of excitement among the 
colored people, and a great many have sold out 
and left their homes with the purpose of going to 
Kansas free. 

Let every county send a full delegation to the 
convention on the 19th of May, and if is the will of 
the people to emigrate, let us do it in an 
intelligent manner.  Let every county hold their 
county conventions, and send their delegates to 
the State Convention. 

Let every man who feels an interest in the 
welfare of his race respond to this call. 

Arrangements have been made with the 
Louisville and Nashville and Great Southern 
Railroad for all delegates to get excursion tickets 
for the round trip. 

Delegates can get tickets at all stations on that 
line.  We hope that all other railroads will let the 
delegated have excursion tickets. 

The Memphis and Knoxville papers will please 
copy. 

W.A. Seizemore, A.W. McConle, J.B. Williams, 
A. McClare, Benj. Singleton, Muston Molloy, Benj. 
Petway, W.H. Anthony, Wm. Butler, Thomas 
Brown, A. Johnson, J.W. Drane. 



Source C 

A Photograph of Benjamin “Pap” Singleton, 1880. 
 

A native of Tennessee, Benjamin “Pap” Singleton was born enslaved in 1809 
and became one of the leading promoters of black migration to Kansas in 
the 1870s. Singleton organized black settlements in Cherokee and Morris 

Counties in Kansas. 
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A map showing black towns and settlements in Kansas and Oklahoma in 1900. 
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A broadside distributed by Benjamin Singleton advertising migration to Kansas, 
1878. 

Benjamin Singleton established the Edgefield Real Estate and Homestead 
Association to help organize travel and settlement for African Americans departing 

Tennessee for Kansas. 
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      A print from Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper depicting African Americans en route to Kansas via St. Louis, 1879. 
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An illustration from Harper’s Weekly entitled, “The Negro Exodus: The Old Style and the New,” May 1, 1880. 
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A 1910 photograph of Elsie and Lela Scott, children of Exodusters John and Julia 
Scott, who settled in Stafford County, Kansas. 

 

Twins Elsie (1889-1981) and Lela (1889-1962) Scott were two of seventeen children of 
Exodusters John and Julia Scott. The Scotts migrated from Louisiana to Indiana and then to 

Stafford County, Kansas. This photograph was taken at the W. R. Gray Studio in St. John, Kansas 
in 1910. 
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An excerpt from Benjamin Singleton’s testimony before Congress, 1880. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the sudden wave of African American migration from the South to Kansas in 1879, the US 
Senate appointed a committee of five senators to investigate the cause of the migration. The 
committee interviewed over 150 people, including Benjamin Singleton, who describes his role in 
the Exoduster Movement and his reasoning for promoting migration away from the South in 
this excerpt from his testimony. 
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“When we got in sight of Nicodemus the men shouted, “There is Nicodemus!”   …  My husband 
pointed out various smokes coming out of the ground and said, “That is Nicodemus.” The 
families lived in dugouts…. The scenery was not at all inviting, and I began to cry.” 

— Williana Hickman, in the Spring of 1878 

Source: https://www.legendsofamerica.com/ks-nicodemus/2/ 

 

 

 

So I told my wife, and she says: ‘Let us take to the woods in the night time.’ Well we took 
[to] the woods, my wife and four children, and we was three weeks living in the woods 
waiting for a boat. Then a great many more black people came and we was all together at the 
landing. Boats came along, but they would not stop, but before long the Grand Tower hove up 
and we got on board. 

Says the captain, ‘Where’s you going?’ Says I, ‘Kansas.’ Says he, ‘You can’t go on this boat.’ 
Says I, ‘I do; you know who I am. I am a man who was a United States soldier and I know my 
rights, and if I and my family gets put off, I will go in the United States Court and sue for 
damages.’ Says the Captain to another boat officer, ‘Better take that nigger or he will make 
trouble.’ 

When I landed on the soil, I looked on the ground and I says this is free ground. Then I looked 
on the heavens, and I says them is free and beautiful heavens. Then I looked within my heart, 
and I says to myself I wonder why I never was free before? When I knew I had all my family in 
a free land, I said let us hold a little prayer meeting; so we held a little meeting on the river 
bank. It was raining but the drops fell from heaven on a free family, and the meeting was just 
as good as sunshine. We was thankful to God for ourselves and we prayed for those who could 
not come. I asked my wife did she know the ground she stands on. She said, ‘No!’ I said it is 
free ground; and she cried like a child for joy. 

- John Solomon Lewis of Leavenworth, Kansas 

 

John wrote this letter on June 10, 1879. Lewis and his family were among thousands of 
African Americans known as "Exodusters" who escaped the harsh economic and racial realties 
of the Reconstruction South. The journey was difficult and many suffered hardships.  

Source: https://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/967 
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