
ZOOM IN
A Primary Source Analysis



• What do you see?
• Is this a painting, photograph, 

drawing, or some other type of 
image?

• Is this image old or new?



• Now what do 
you see?

• What is the 
person wearing?  

• Who might they 
be and what are 
they doing?



•What has been added to the image that wasn’t there before?
•What is taking place between the two men?
•What emotions are the two men exhibiting?



• What do you see in the background of the photograph?
• Have your thoughts about what is taking place 

changed?





• What is this photograph portraying?
• What do you imagine was said by these 

two men?
• What do you think was taking place just 

before the photograph? After?
• Was this photograph staged?
• What title and caption would you create 

for this photograph?
• What questions do you have about this 

photograph?



About this Image

• The train stopped in Rapid City, South Dakota 
on April 22, 1948

• There, the mayor, Fred Dusek (the man on the
left) posed for this photograph with Leonard 
Foolish Woman.

• Leonard Foolish Woman was Ogalala, Lakota, 
and Sioux.



About The Spirit of 1776
• The first Freedom Train (there were two) was proposed in April 1946 

by Attorney General Tom C. Clark, who believed that Americans had 
begun taking the principles of liberty for granted in the post-war 
years.

• The National Archives supplied the train with key documents…
• The Spirit of 1776” locomotive pulled seven cars loaded with some of the 

most important artifacts of American history: 
– the newly iconic flag from Joe Rosenthal’s Iwo Jima photograph; 
– the Emancipation Proclamation and Gettysburg Address; 
– a letter from Christopher Columbus;
– George Washington’s original copy of the Constitution; and
– the Declaration of Independence itself. 
– The train even carried an original of the Magna Carta of 1215.

• This train came through Denver on May 23, 1946
• For more information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_Train

https://mashable.com/2015/07/04/usa-freedom-train/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Attorney_General
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_C._Clark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Archives_and_Records_Administration
https://www.freedomtrain.org/freedom-train-consist-1-pa1-locomotive-1776.htm
https://www.freedomtrain.org/freedom-train-consist-1-pa1-locomotive-1776.htm
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