[image: ]What to Look for in the 2020 Social Studies Standards
Colorado state law requires a review and revision of the Colorado Academic Standards every six years with the first review to be completed by July 2018. Stronger alignment of learning expectations within and across grades was the primary focus of the review and revision process. When aligning expectations within the standards, the result is deletions, revisions, additions, and reorganization. This document provides a summary of the substantive revisions in the Revised Social Studies Standards.
Revisions Applicable to All Grades in Social Studies:[image: ]

All applicable math PFL Evidence Outcomes (EOs) have been moved into the economics (PFL) GLEs and EOs.
Clarification of Topics within Evidence Outcomes  


Sample topics have been included in grades K – 12 to provide clarification of evidence outcomes and to better define the focus of the content and the expected outcomes.
Minimal Revisions in the Elementary Grades:
Revisions to the standards in grades K – 5 focused primarily clarification of language, and better horizontal and vertical alignment.
Shift of focus in Grades 6 – 7: 
The revisions to the 6th and 7th grade social studies EOs (Western and Eastern Hemisphere respectively) include shifts from an historical emphasis to a regional lens (geographic) in an effort to better integrate and align the social studies disciplines and focus within the 6th and 7th grade standards.
Realignment within the History Grade Level Expectations:
· HS U.S. History: All Evidence Outcomes were moved into GLE 2
· HS World History: All Evidence Outcomes were moved into GLE 3
· [bookmark: _GoBack]HS History: The skill of inquiry has been added to GLE 1 
Geographic Practices, Literacy, and Language:
Evidence Outcomes were added regarding the impact of climate patterns and land use over time. The practices of the discipline, as well as focus on interconnectivity and human-environment interaction have been emphasized through the addition of specific geographic language. 
The Economic Way of Thinking:
The economics GLEs shifted to focus on decision making, micro-economics, macro-economics, and global economics.
Aligning Personal Financial Literacy Across Grades K-12:
The PFL Grade Level Expectations language was revised to increase rigor and higher-level thinking.  In addition, concepts were logically grouped to reinforce skills introduced in the earlier grades, and lead learners to apply basic lifelong financial decision-making skills.
High School GLEs 5 through 8 are organized into four fundamental personal finance themes: Earning Capability, Investing, Spending and Saving, and Risk Management. 
Clarifying Civics Education:	 
In the civics GLEs, duplicate content has been removed and gaps in the content of the political process, and an increased focus on civic virtue and democratic principles has been included.
Promoting Essential Skills and Disciplinary Literacy
[image: ]The 2009 social studies standards have a section titled “21st Century Skills & Readiness Competencies” which house inquiry questions, relevance and application statements, and nature of social studies elements.  The 2020 standards have re-titled this section to be, “Academic Content and Conenctions.”  
The first component of this section is the “Colorado Essential Skills.”  This area highlights the skills that students will be using while mastering the concepts within the grade level expectations and evidence outcomes.
Another component of this section is “Disciplinary, Information & Media Literacy.”  This section highlights the disciplinary skills that students should be demonstrating while mastering this concepts within the GLE and EO.  
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